Detection of human papilloma virus (HPV) infection in paraffin-embedded tissues of endometrial carcinoma.
Although human papilloma virus (HPV) associated lesions constitute a well recognized clinical entity in the female lower genital tract, namely vulva, vagina and cervix, few studies have demonstrated HPV infection in other genital sites, particularly in the ovary and uterine corpus. Recently, with the highly sensitive polymerase chain reaction (PCR) technique, HPV infections were found in an ovarian tumour and adenocarcinoma of the cervix. This prompted a retrospective analysis of HPV DNA in 22 cases of endometrial adenocarcinoma in order to investigate the possible carcinogenesis of HPV in the uterine corpus. In this study DNA extraction was performed from paraffinized cancerous tissues and the normal cervical counterpart. HPV 6, 11, 16 and 18 primers specific oligonucleotides were used in PCR to detect the presence of this oncogenic virus. HPV 16 DNA was found in 1 endometrial adenocarcinoma and 4 cervical tissues. Our result did not support the aetiological role of HPV in the carcinogenesis of endometrial carcinoma.